By CARRIE SCHAFER
~eraid siaff wriler

Nonfarm employment continued to
{rop Inst month, inflating the Tri-City
inhless rale to its highest level for
Augusisince 1989, -

Overall, ihe Tri-City unemployment
-ate in August was 7.4 percent, com-
sared wilth 5 pereent a year ago. In
689, the rate for the month was 8.5
wercent,

Statewide, the unemploymentrate
n August stood unchanged sinceJuly
5.7 percent, compared with 5.4 per-
cnt & year ago, Lhe state Employ-
1eni Seeurity Department said Tues-
Y.

In the Tri-Cilies, there were 4,100
swer workers last month than in

August 1994, 25.5 percent drop from
the 75,000 workers in the same period
lastyear.

FFarm employment dropped by 900
from July to August for a lotal of
10,500 workers. A year ago, 11,900 peo-
ple had jobs on the farm, the depart-
mentsaid.

The marked dip in employment
cottrasts sharply with the Tri-City job
seclor ayear ago.

In 1884, the Tri-Cities was in an
enviable position, said Dean Schan,
regional economist for the depart-
merit. An economic boom brought
about by awork force at Hanford that
totated 18,131 pushed the Tri-Cilics
jobless rate far below the statc aver-
age.

“A year ago, we were leading the

Aliglist unempl!
its 6-year high
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TRI-CITY AREA JOBS

Aug. ‘94

July 95

% char
over yi

Aug.’95

Nonfarm | 75,000 | 71,200 | 70000 | 5.
Hanford 18,131 | 14,548 | 14,455 | -20.
Agriculture §{ 11,900 | 11,400 | 10,500 | -11.

SOURCE: Employment Security Department

state in emiployment and econcniic
growth,” Schau said. “Today, we're
secing a downward trend.”

s no secretl layoffs at Hanflord
have brought about most of that
deeline.

Herald/

Hnanford's work {orce has drop;
from 18,131 in Aupgust 1984 {o 14,
last month, a 20.2 pereent decres
Hence, the largest loss in nonft
employment occurred inthe servi

climinated overihe pastyear.

About 90 percent of the nonfarm
joh losses have occurred in Benion
County, Schausaid.

Benton County's unemployment
ralejumped to 7.1 percentin Aupust,
compared with 4.6 percent a year ago.
Franklin County reporied a jobless
rate of 74 percent, up from 6.3 per-
centl last Augusl.

Fewear haome starts lasl month
brought ahout a loss of 50 jobs in
contract construction compared with
Augusl 1894, However, the wholesale
and retail trade seetor hired an adddi-
Linnal 300 workers and 100 jobs were
added inthe transportation and pub-
lic utility category.

"“Excluding housing construclion,
sceondary sectors of the local econo-

my appear Lo be holding theiv own,
andl in some cascs have added job
tatals since ayearago.” Schausaid.

Other unemployment rates report-
od farthe slale arve: Sealtle-Bellevue-
Fverctl melro arca, 4.9 percent:
RBellingham, 63: Bremerion, L8
Olymipia, 5.7; Spokane, 4.8; Tacoma,
5.6: and Yakima, 10.5,

Also, Adams. 7.1 percent: Asolin,
4.6: Chelan-NDouglas, 0.7: Clatlam. 7.4
Cinrk.4.2; Columbia, 8.7, Cowlilz. 6.5
Ferry, 8.6, Garfield. 2.6: Grant, 7.5
Gravs Harbor. 9.7:.0efforson, 6: Kili-
tas. 7: Klickitat, 0.8; Lowis, 7.4 Lin-
coln, 4.4: Mason, 7: Okanogan, 9.4
Pacific. 2.1: Pend Oreille, 11.1: San
Juan, 3.6 Skamania, 7.7; Skagit, 7.1:
Stevens. 7.3; Wahkinkum, 5.5 Walln

" Walln, 4.5 and Whitinan. 2.2,

calegory, where 3.600 jobs have b




	1.TIF

